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Professor Anantha Duraiappah, Director of the UN University's International 
Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, says,  
 
ñThe wealth of a country should not just be determined by GNP but should include 
other factors.  When you wake up to the sound of chirping birds, you are listening to 
one of the simplest indicators of local environmental health."  
 
Some of our Burpham bird life , observed by local residents over a full year, are listed 
on page 20 of this document , along with the animals and plants of Burpham. 
 
 
 
All maps © Crown copyright and database rights 2015 OS 100019625. You are permitted to use this data 

solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data. You 

are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form. 

  



 

Burpham Neighbourhood Plan ï Appendix 3 ï Referendum Version 
 

Page 3 of 21 

 

General Description  

Burpham grew from being a hamlet in 1900 to become, and remain, part of 
Guildfordôs ñrural-urbanò fringe. Despite the 
infilling with home s and  woodland reduction in 
the 1980s, trees are evident at every entrance to the 
Ward and are visible from almost everywhere 
with in it . 
 
Burpham is special because of the wide variety of 
flora and fauna, the diversity of its wildlife (over 40 
bird species and 
around a dozen 

animals have been witnessed in the Ward). 
 
The number and distribution of trees in the Local Green 
Spaces designated in Burphamôs Plan collectively 
contribute to the communityôs link with nature and 
foster a sense of tranquillity , which the community 
greatly values.  
 
The Local Green Spaces are listed below in 4 sub-categories. Please also refer to 
Appendix 3 (BNF  4) for general character descriptions. 
 

1. Woodland for longer than living memory  

¶ Woodland óthat has always been thereô. 
2.  Pl aying fields and recreational green space  

¶ Football, Tennis, Cricket, Bowls etc. 
3.  Natural Green Space  

¶ Places that  are natural to the area and form 
green links to other open spaces and areas of 
relaxation . 

4.  Small Urban Green Spaces  

¶ Taken from the estate designs of the period 
when built.  

 
 
Notes :   

1. Numbers in [ ] and paragraph numbers refer to the 
map attached on page 21  - Map repeated as map 3 of 
Appendix 1 (BNF  2).  

2. The spaces are designated under the NPPF designation as ñLocal Green 
Space.ò  Some are less than a few square metres.  Others are ribbons no more 
than a few metres wide running into and around the community,  while some 
are larger but none is an extensive tract of land.   

3. Each contributes a benefit to the community such as recreation, a pleasant 
walk way or thoroughfare or enjoyment of nature .  The individual sites  shown 
on the map form their own very special functi on within community life , either 
providing recreation , and/ or nature conservation.  
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Local Green Space: óWoodland for longer than living memory ô 

Site 2: Part of Merrow Common  

  
This area of Merrow Common provides the eastern 
buttress of the "Green Cathedral" over Merrow Lane. 
This ancient Lane is much used by runners and walkers 
who enjoy its beauty and tranquillity, being one of the 
few areas of Burpham not to be affected by the noise of 
the A3 traffic.  The Council had previously consulted on 
introduci ng an SNCI designation to this area in 
recognition  of the richness of this "wildlife corridor".  

 

 

 
 

Site 3:  Part of Merrow Common  
 
This area of Merrow Common also provides the eastern 
buttress of the "Green Cathedral" over Merrow Lane. 
This ancient Lane is much used by runners and walkers 
who enjoy its beauty and tranquillity, being one of the 
few areas of Burpham not to be affected by the noise of 
the A3 traffic.  The Council had previously consulted on 
introducing an SNCI designation to this area in 
recognition of the richness of this "wildlife corridor ò.  
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Site 4: Merrow Common  
 
This area of Merrow Common provides the 
western buttress to the "Green Cathedral" over 
Merrow Lane and is defined by the Lane on one 
side and the housing of Gosden Hill Road on the 
other.  Together with site 5 it also forms a 
"Green Cathedral" over New Inn Lane.  It is 
much valued by local residents as an area of 
woodland for dog walking.  It enjoys SNCI 
designation as a recognition of its richness of its 
wildlife , which are also enjoyed by residents. 
 
This area together with Sites 3 and 5 is covered 
by a Tree Preservation Order (13th September 
1949) and the whole Merrow Common Area was 
designated as a Site of Nature Conservation 
Importance in 2007  
 
The Guildford Borough Council SNCI survey 
document (2007) states: ñThe entire woodland 
was included as part of the boundary as i t 
forms a single ecological unit .ò   
 
Despite the road cutting through Merrow 
common it is in fact a continuous tract of flora 
and fauna. 
 
 

 
Merrow Lane ñCathedralò 

 

ñAncient Woodlands adjacent Merrow Laneò 
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Extract From Guildford Borough Council ñSites of Nature Conservation Importance 
Surveys  2004 ï2007ò Appendix 3 Details of Proposed changes to agreed SNCLG 2004 ï 
2007 and SNCI Survey recommendations 2004 -2006  
  
Proposed changes agrees by Surrey Nature Conservation Liaison Group 2004 -2007 
Site Name Merrow Lane Woodland  
Rec No 13119/2 
Gld No G413 
Central Grid Ref TQ 022 521 
Area of SNCI (ha) 8.1 
Date of Original selection N/A  
Additional information  28th July 2004 ï SWT Survey 
Date of (re) selection Selected at meeting of SNCLG Feb 2005 
Changes since original selection Selected as new SNCI 
Site Description/ Reason for Selection Broad leaved semi natural woodland with 21 

ancient woodland indicator species. Good 
quality ancient woodland in south, with 
decent semi-natural mature secondary 
woodland further north with ancient 
woodland indicators. The value of the 
Northen section is strengthened by its 
position adjacent to the southern section 
which extends the ecological unit. Few Exotic 
and invasive species are present. The 
woodland is important in its position on 
urban fringe and is of community interest.  

Rationale for site boundary The entire woodland was included as part of 
the boundary as if forms a single ecological 
unit  

Relevant  UK & Surrey BAPs Surrey Woodland HAP 
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Site 5 :  Copse Edge  
 
This area of Merrow Common provides the 
other buttress to the "Green Cathedral" 
over New Inn Lane, much enjoyed by 
those using this part of New Inn Lane.  
The area is recognised for its wildlife 
importance by a SNCI  consideration and 
contains Ancient woodland.  Ancient 
woodland and Tree Preservation Order 
13th September 1949   Reference W3. 
SNCI 2007 
 

 

 

 

Site 12: The Copse  
 
The Copse lying between the Sainsbury 
store and the Weybrook Estate provides a 
special ñcountry feelò when walking to and 
from the shops away from the traffic , the 
walkways are loud with birdsongs and 
brilliant with flowers and grasses in 
seasons. 
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Local Green Space:  óPlaying fields and recreational green space ô 

Site 13: Sutherland M emorial Park  
 
This is the organised exercise area of the 
community and  others far beyond.  
Football, tennis, cricket, and bowls, 
provide the main tenants of this area, 
but it also provides children and 
teenager meeting points around swings, 
roundabouts and climbing frames.  

 

 

Entrance to Sutherland Memorial Park  
 

 
The childrenôs play area Sutherland Memorial Park  
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Site 13:  Sutherland Memorial Park  
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Local Green Space:  óNatural Green Space ô  

 
In the broadest term these areas could be 
described as   ñunregulated exercise areasò 
but this generalisation, underrates their 
true value of providing everyone, without 
restriction of cost of entry or time l imits as 
with gyms and swimming pools.  They are 
communal places which are distinctly 
different, to walk and exercise through. 
They feature tree-lined areas loud with 
birdsong, which at times can exceed the 
noise of the main road that divides the two 

main areas.  These are special areas as they provide the counter point for the high 
number of houses in the area and make the whole area liveable and home to so many.  

Site 18: óWeylea Meadow ô 

  
This meadow area is much valued by the local 
residents as an informal recreational space 
within the Weylea Farm/Manston Road 
development. In addition, it forms part of a 
footpath that leads to the Riverside Park 
Nature Reserve giving residents of Weylea 
Farm estate and the rest of Burpham access to 
this important recreational area. 
  
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr
/lnr_photo/734/Riverside%20Park%20Surrey%20

Leaflet.pdf .   
 
There is potential for itôs beauty to be enhanced.  

 
It is also the archaeological site where a 
Samian wares pot was discovered in 1897.  A 
wide exercise area and unlisted nature reserve 
situated at the highest point of Burpham ï it is 
already designated area of High Archaeological 
Potential and possibly close to a missing 
Roman road (crossing the River Wey). 

 

 

http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_photo/734/Riverside%20Park%20Surrey%20Leaflet.pdf
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_photo/734/Riverside%20Park%20Surrey%20Leaflet.pdf
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_photo/734/Riverside%20Park%20Surrey%20Leaflet.pdf





















